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PRODUCT REVIEWS by Mitch Bohannon

Many of you have heard of 
Composite Acoustics. I’ve been a 
fan for many years. They are my 
personal preference for acoustic 
guitars. Not too long ago, a friend 
of mine asked me if I had played 
the new “Blade” from CA. I hadn’t 
even heard of it… I watched some 
youtube samples of the guitar in 
action and was convinced – I or-
dered one. Because the guitar was 
so new, I got a prototype – they’ve 
been tweaking details since then…

I have to tell you, I was not pre-
pared for what arrived in the box 
that day… remember, I’m mostly 
comfortable playing acoustic and 
was thinking that this guitar may 
be awkward being so thin. I opened 
the box to a very light weight SKB 
soft case… perfect for a 6lb. gui-
tar! When I strapped it on, I was 
quite surprised at how 
comfortable it felt. 
The guitar weight 
and shape felt very 
natural. The biggest 
surprise was still to 
come…

When I ordered 
the guitar, they 
told me that it had 
a very fast neck 

Composite Acoustics – 
Blade Electric Guitar 

Ben Nelson, 
lead guitarist for 

Prelude to Paradise , 
plays electric guitar 

for our worship band 
at church. He’s used 
the Blade for a few 

worship sets – I wanted 
to get his opinion… “In com-

parison with to the other guitars 
I’ve played, the Blade is the fast-

est and the lightest. It has great 
action and sustain! The pickups are 
balanced in all three positions. This 
has de Þ nitely brought new ideas 
and a lot of innovation to the world 
of electric guitars.”

I also took the guitar to CMS 
Overlake to get some opinions from 
folks there. Genuinely, all who I 
saw pick it up were quite impressed 
with the feel and playability. The 
Sunday after CMS, I had the op-
portunity to lead worship at Faith 
Church in Kent, WA. Ron Wagner of 
Pro Lighting and Sound plays lead 
guitar there and I had him play the 
Blade that morning… during the 
welcome time, I noticed him down 
with the congregation showing the 
guitar to some folks asking about 
it – it really is an attention-getter! 
Ron said that he loved the overall 
design of the guitar and was mostly 
impressed with the sustain.

For musicians who travel, the 
consistency of carbon Þ ber is un-
paralleled in that it is not affected 
by changes in climate. The only 
negative I’ve seen (Ben comment-
ed on this as well) is that when 
playing rhythm, I’ve hit the volume 
control and turned the guitar down 
without realizing it!

The Blade lists for $1600.00… 
street price is about $1200.00

Mitch Bohannon 
is the Worship Pas-
tor at First Baptist 
Church in Dayton, 
TX.  He helped devel-
op the Short Cut Capo 
for Kyser Musical Products.  Mitch and 
his wife, Noelle, have the three most 
awesome kids in the world!
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– very true! (it almost needed 
a warning label, “slippery fret-
board, proceed with caution” 
sign on it). Quite frankly, 
this has quickly become 
my favorite electric gui-
tar.

Constructed from 
carbon Þ ber mate-
rial, the Blade, like 
the CA acoustics, 
needs no truss 
rod. Scale length 
on the Blade 
is 25 1/4 
inches with 

24 stain-
less frets...

nut width is 1 
11/16”. Body 

depth is only 1¼ 
inches ! With Hip 

Shot machine heads 
and Seymour Dun-

can pickups, the gui-
tar holds it’s tune and 

sounds amazing… 
this model has a 

Seymour Dun-
can SH-1 
at the neck 
and an SH-4 

in the bridge 
position. On the 

back of the guitar, 
you’ll Þ nd a single 
recessed screw that 
will open the access 
panel where you 
can get to the elec-
tronics in case you 
want to make any 
modi Þ cations. For 
instance, the pick-
ups are 4-conductor 
wired so you can add 

a coil tap to each of 
them. 
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